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Abstract. Vietnam’s commitment to educational reform highlights the critical role of ethical education in
addressing the moral, cultural, and societal challenges posed by globalization and technological
advancement. This study examines the integration of ethical education within Vietnam’s educational system,
emphasizing its functions in behavioral adjustment, cognitive development, and moral cultivation. Drawing
on Vietnam’s cultural heritage, influenced by Confucian values and Ho Chi Minh’s educational philosophy,
the research underscores the importance of ethical education in fostering socially responsible and morally
grounded individuals. The findings reveal significant challenges, including limited integration of ethics into
core curricula, outdated teaching methods, and insufficient teacher training. Comparative insights from
global models, such as those in Finland and Japan, demonstrate the potential of interdisciplinary and
experiential approaches to enhance ethical education. The study proposes practical recommendations,
including comprehensive teacher training, competency-based assessments, and collaborative efforts among
schools, families, and communities. Policy support and innovative pedagogical strategies, such as the use of
digital tools, are also emphasized to address contemporary challenges like cyber ethics and global
citizenship. This research concludes that ethical education is not a supplementary aspect but a central pillar
of Vietnam’s educational reform. By aligning national traditions with global best practices, Vietnam can
create a transformative educational model that balances technical expertise with moral integrity, ensuring
sustainable development and global competitiveness in an interconnected world.
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Resumo. O compromisso do Vietna com a reforma educacional destaca o papel critico da educagéo ética no
enfrentamento dos desafios morais, culturais e sociais impostos pela globalizacdo e pelo avango tecnologico.
Este estudo examina a integracdo da educacdo ética no sistema educacional do Vietnd, enfatizando suas
fungdes no ajuste comportamental, desenvolvimento cognitivo e cultivo moral. Com base na heranca cultural
do Vietnd, influenciada pelos valores confucionistas e pela filosofia educacional de Ho Chi Minh, a pesquisa
ressalta a importancia da educagdo ética no fomento de individuos socialmente responsaveis e moralmente
fundamentados. As descobertas revelam desafios significativos, incluindo integragdo limitada da ética nos
curriculos basicos, métodos de ensino desatualizados e treinamento insuficiente de professores. Insights
comparativos de modelos globais, como os da Finlandia e do Japdo, demonstram o potencial de abordagens
interdisciplinares e experienciais para aprimorar a educagdo ética. O estudo propde recomendagdes praticas,
incluindo treinamento abrangente de professores, avaliagdes baseadas em competéncias e esforcos
colaborativos entre escolas, familias e comunidades. O suporte politico e estratégias pedagdgicas inovadoras,
como o uso de ferramentas digitais, também sdo enfatizados para enfrentar desafios contemporaneos como
ética cibernética e cidadania global. Esta pesquisa conclui que a educagdo ética ndo € um aspecto suplementar,
mas um pilar central da reforma educacional do Vietna. Ao alinhar as tradi¢des nacionais com as melhores
praticas globais, o Vietnd pode criar um modelo educacional transformador que equilibra a expertise técnica
com a integridade moral, garantindo o desenvolvimento sustentavel e a competitividade global em um mundo
interconectado.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Vietnam’s commitment to educational reform reflects its broader goal of adapting to the
rapid technological and social changes defining the modern world. Educational innovation,
often focused on modernizing curricula and pedagogical practices, aims to create a workforce
equipped for global challenges (Tran et al., 2023). As a nation striving for sustainable
development, Vietnam recognizes that education is a primary driver of economic growth and
social progress (Huynh, 2020). Yet, while technical skills and innovation are often emphasized,
the foundational role of ethical education in these reforms is increasingly seen as critical.

Ethical education, as Binh (2023) notes, addresses the erosion of traditional values amid
globalization, nurturing a moral compass that is essential for personal development and societal
harmony. In Vietnam, the urgency of this integration is underscored by challenges such as
cultural homogenization, market-driven ethics, and ethical gaps in professional sectors
(Nguyen, 2022). As ethical dilemmas become more complex, particularly in the context of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, ethical education provides students with the cognitive and
emotional tools to navigate these challenges responsibly.

Role of Ethical Education in Educational Reform

Ethical education occupies a unique position in Vietnam’s educational reforms. Ho Chi
Minh’s assertion that “morality is the root of the revolution” encapsulates the enduring
relevance of integrating ethics into the education system (Ngo & Cao, 2021). Beyond technical
and academic skills, the cultivation of moral virtues ensures that education produces not only
competent but also conscientious individuals who can contribute meaningfully to society.

Ethical education in Vietnam emphasizes holistic human development, balancing
intellectual, moral, and emotional growth. Traditional Vietnamese values, reinforced by
Confucian ideals, stress that personal virtues like respect, integrity, and gratitude are
prerequisites for achieving social harmony and collective progress (Bui & Pham, 2022).
Moreover, the incorporation of ethical education within global contexts aligns Vietnam’s
reforms with international standards while preserving its cultural identity (Pham, 2024).

However, challenges persist. As Nguyen et al. (2021) highlight, the current approach to
ethics in Vietnam’s education system often lacks depth and practical application, being
relegated to peripheral subjects rather than integrated into core curricula. Furthermore, outdated
teaching methods and insufficient teacher training hinder the realization of ethical education’s
potential.

Objectives and Scope of the Study

This study seeks to explore the critical role of ethical education in Vietnam’s broader
educational reform. It emphasizes three key functions of ethical education—behavioral
adjustment, cognitive development, and moral cultivation—and how these contribute to
shaping responsible citizens. By examining the interplay between ethical education and cultural
values, the research highlights its relevance in addressing the socio-economic and moral
challenges facing Vietnam today (Nguyen, 2022).

The scope of the study encompasses:

o Current Challenges: lIdentifying gaps in ethical education, such as its limited
integration into curricula and inadequate teacher training, which affect its
implementation.

e Cultural and Historical Foundations: Investigating the influence of traditional
Vietnamese values and historical philosophies, including Confucianism and Ho Chi
Minh’s educational ideals, on the evolution of ethical education.

e Global Comparisons: Drawing insights from international models of ethical education,
such as those in Finland and Japan, to inform Vietnam’s reforms.
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e [nnovative Approaches: Proposing reforms in pedagogy, curriculum design, and
teacher training to enhance the effectiveness of ethical education.

By addressing these areas, the study aims to demonstrate that ethical education is not
merely a supplementary aspect but a central pillar of educational innovation. Its integration is
essential for cultivating a generation capable of balancing technical expertise with moral
integrity, thereby contributing to Vietnam’s vision of sustainable development and global
competitiveness.

This research ultimately advocates for a systemic approach to ethical education,
emphasizing the need for collaboration among policymakers, educators, and communities to
embed ethical principles across all levels of Vietnam’s education system. Through these
efforts, Vietnam can create a transformative model of education that aligns national traditions
with global aspirations, ensuring its relevance and resilience in an increasingly interconnected
world.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
Theoretical Foundations of Ethical Education

Ethical education forms the cornerstone of societal development, providing individuals
with the moral foundation to navigate personal and professional challenges with integrity and
responsibility. In Vietnam, where rapid globalization and socio-economic shifts have
magnified ethical dilemmas, the role of ethical education is more pertinent than ever. The core
functions of ethical education—behavioral adjustment, education, and cognition—offer a
comprehensive framework for fostering ethical individuals and building cohesive
communities.

The behavioral adjustment function of ethics enables individuals to align their actions with
societal norms and values. This is achieved through a dual mechanism: societal reinforcement
and self-regulation. Societal reinforcement occurs through collective mechanisms such as
commendations and public accountability, encouraging individuals to adopt ethical behaviors.
For example, praise for acts of integrity and criticism for moral transgressions create a societal
framework that fosters ethical living (Nguyen et al., 2021). Self-regulation, on the other hand,
involves the internalization of ethical principles, empowering individuals to act out of genuine
moral conviction rather than external pressure. Together, these processes cultivate harmony
and stability within communities (Krettenauer, 2021).

The educational function of ethics focuses on cultivating moral reasoning and decision-
making abilities (Vazquez-Parra et al., 2022). This function operates at both the individual and
collective levels. At the individual level, ethical education enhances critical thinking and self-
awareness, equipping learners to navigate moral dilemmas with clarity. At the community
level, it fosters a shared moral framework, promoting mutual understanding and collaboration
(Susilowati et al., 2021). In Vietnam, this is particularly relevant as educational reforms seek
to address the ethical erosion caused by materialism and globalization, emphasizing the
development of morally grounded citizens capable of contributing to national progress.

Finally, the cognitive function of ethical education underscores the role of knowledge in
fostering ethical behavior. By exploring philosophical principles, historical examples, and
practical applications, individuals gain a deeper understanding of ethical concepts and their
relevance to real-world scenarios. This function enhances reflective thinking and ethical
decision-making, laying the groundwork for a responsible citizenry (Pham, 2024).

When integrated, these functions provide a robust foundation for ethical education. In
Vietnam, their relevance is amplified by the urgent need to address contemporary challenges
such as corruption, inequality, and cultural erosion. By fostering behavioral adjustment, moral
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reasoning, and ethical cognition, Vietnam’s education system can cultivate individuals who are
not only skilled but also morally grounded, ensuring a sustainable and equitable future.

Historical Perspectives on Ethical Education in Vietnam
Traditional ethical values and their influence

Vietnam’s cultural heritage is deeply intertwined with ethical values derived from its
historical and philosophical traditions. Among these, Confucian principles play a pivotal role
in shaping the moral and educational philosophy of the nation (Nguyen & Nguyen, 2024;
Nguyen, 2023; Nguyen & Cao, 2022; Pham et al., 2023). Confucianism emphasizes virtues
such as benevolence, righteousness, propriety, and filial piety, which have historically guided
interpersonal and societal interactions. These values form the foundation of Vietnam’s
traditional ethical education, which prioritizes character development as a prerequisite for
academic success (Bui & Pham, 2022).

Proverbs, folk tales, and community rituals serve as informal yet powerful vehicles for
imparting moral lessons. For instance, Vietnamese traditional sayings like “One has to learn
manners before letters” encapsulate the cultural belief that moral education precedes
intellectual achievements. These cultural artifacts reinforce ethical values such as honesty,
diligence, and gratitude, ensuring their transmission across generations (Le, 2024). In
contemporary Vietnam, these traditional values remain relevant, offering a moral compass
amid the ethical ambiguities introduced by globalization.

Contributions of Confucianism and Ho Chi Minh’s educational philosophy

Confucianism’s influence on Vietnam’s education system extends beyond traditional
values to its structural and pedagogical approaches (Tran, 2022). Its emphasis on self-
cultivation, lifelong learning, and societal harmony aligns with the nation’s goals of fostering
well-rounded individuals who contribute meaningfully to their communities (Nguyen, 2022).
Confucian education also highlights the role of teachers as moral exemplars, a principle that
continues to shape Vietnam’s approach to teacher training and professional ethics.

Complementing Confucian ideals is the educational philosophy of President Ho Chi Minh,
who envisioned education as a tool for both personal and societal liberation. Ho Chi Minh
emphasized the integration of morality and intellectual competence, asserting that “teaching
both talent and virtue” is essential for national development (Ngo & Cao, 2021; Pham, 2022).
His philosophy underscores the importance of nurturing ethical individuals who balance
personal aspirations with social responsibilities. By advocating for inclusivity, Ho Chi Minh’s
educational vision ensures that moral education is accessible to all, regardless of
socioeconomic background (Nguyen et al., 2023).

The convergence of Confucian principles and Ho Chi Minh’s philosophy provides Vietnam
with a rich and adaptable framework for ethical education. While Confucianism offers timeless
moral ideals, Ho Chi Minh’s progressive vision ensures their relevance in addressing
contemporary challenges such as inequality and corruption. Together, these influences create
a dynamic foundation for integrating ethics into Vietnam’s modern education system.

Integration of Ethics in Global Educational Innovations

Ethical education is a universal imperative, and countries worldwide offer valuable insights
into its integration within education systems. Finland, for example, incorporates ethics as a
cross-cutting theme in its curricula, embedding moral principles into subjects such as literature,
history, and science. This interdisciplinary approach fosters critical thinking and empathy,
preparing students to navigate ethical dilemmas in diverse contexts (Pham, 2024).

Japan offers another compelling model, with moral education serving as a core component
of its national curriculum. Japanese schools emphasize themes like respect for diversity,
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environmental stewardship, and community engagement. Activities such as group discussions,
role-playing, and community service provide students with practical opportunities to apply
ethical principles, enhancing their moral reasoning and societal awareness (Rao et al., 2024).

In the United States, character education programs focus on cultivating virtues like respect,
responsibility, and fairness. These programs often incorporate experiential learning methods
such as service-learning projects and ethical debates, encouraging students to develop a strong
sense of community and shared values (Susilowati et al., 2021).

The integration of ethical education in these contexts underscores the importance of
innovative teaching methods, interdisciplinary approaches, and community involvement.
Vietnam can draw valuable lessons from these models to enhance its own ethical education
framework. For instance, adopting Finland’s interdisciplinary approach could facilitate the
integration of moral education across subjects, while Japan’s emphasis on experiential learning
could make ethics education more engaging and practical for Vietnamese students.

Moreover, global innovations in ethics education highlight the role of cultural adaptation.
While Vietnam must learn from international best practices, it should also ensure that its ethical
education framework reflects its unique cultural and historical context. By balancing global
insights with local values, Vietnam can create a dynamic and culturally resonant system of
ethical education that prepares students for both national and global challenges.

Ethical education is indispensable for fostering moral integrity and societal harmony,
particularly in contexts like Vietnam, where rapid modernization and globalization present
complex ethical dilemmas. The theoretical foundations of ethical education—encompassing
behavioral adjustment, moral reasoning, and ethical cognition—provide a comprehensive
framework for nurturing ethical individuals. Vietnam’s rich cultural heritage, informed by
Confucian principles and Ho Chi Minh’s educational philosophy, offers a robust foundation
for integrating ethics into its education system.

Global innovations in ethical education further illuminate the potential for dynamic and
interdisciplinary approaches. By learning from countries like Finland, Japan, and the United
States, Vietnam can adopt innovative practices while ensuring that its ethical education
framework aligns with its unique cultural and societal needs.

To realize these goals, Vietnam must prioritize ethical education within its broader
educational reforms. This includes developing teacher training programs that emphasize moral
exemplarity, integrating ethics across curricula, and fostering community partnerships to
reinforce ethical values. By embedding ethical principles into every aspect of its education
system, Vietnam can cultivate a generation of morally grounded individuals prepared to
navigate the complexities of a rapidly changing world.

3. METHODOLOGY
Research Approach and Framework

This study employs a qualitative approach to analyze the theoretical and practical
dimensions of ethical education in Vietnam. It explores the roles of ethics—behavioral
adjustment, education, and cognition—within a framework that integrates historical, cultural,
and global perspectives.

Data Collection Methods

Data were sourced from academic literature, policy documents, and curricula, as well as
interviews with educators, policymakers, and students. Content analysis of textbooks and
teaching materials was conducted to evaluate the integration of ethical education into
Vietnam’s educational system.

Br. J. Ed., Tech. Soc., v.17, n.se5, p.119-131, 2024
DOI http://dx.doi.org/10.14571/brajets.v17.nse5.119-131

ISSN 2316-9907



http://dx.doi.org/10.14571/brajets.v17.nse5.119-131

124

Analytical Tools and Techniques

Thematic and comparative analyses were used to identify key themes and draw insights
from global practices. Descriptive analysis of educational materials assessed their alignment
with ethical education goals, providing a comprehensive understanding to guide reform
recommendations.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Current State of Ethical Education in Vietnam
Integration in curricula and programs

Ethical education in Vietnam is integrated into school curricula, most notably through
subjects like Civic Education. However, its implementation often lacks depth and cohesion.
Ethical lessons are largely theoretical, focusing on abstract concepts such as honesty, respect,
and integrity, yet they fail to provide students with opportunities to connect these principles to
real-world scenarios. This disconnection makes ethical education less impactful and relevant
to students’ daily lives. Lessons are commonly presented in a rote-learning format,
emphasizing memorization rather than fostering critical thinking or problem-solving skills in
ethical contexts (Nguyen et al., 2021).

The marginalization of ethical education as a supplementary subject, rather than a core
component, is another significant issue. Ethical instruction receives minimal classroom hours
compared to academic subjects, reflecting its undervaluation in Vietnam’s education system
(Le, 2024). This imbalance is indicative of a broader trend where moral education is
overshadowed by academic and vocational priorities. Furthermore, attempts to integrate ethics
across the curriculum remain inconsistent. Few efforts are made to create a cohesive moral
education framework that bridges multiple disciplines, resulting in fragmented and isolated
ethical lessons (Ngo & Cao, 2021).

Extracurricular activities, often promoted as platforms for moral development, fail to
address these shortcomings comprehensively. While programs led by organizations like the Ho
Chi Minh Communist Youth Union attempt to foster civic responsibility and ethical awareness,
they are frequently limited in scope and lack alignment with classroom instruction (Nguyen et
al., 2023). This disjointed approach undermines the potential of ethical education to holistically
influence students’ moral and social development.

Challenges in Implementation

Several systemic challenges hinder the effectiveness of ethical education in Vietnam. One
critical issue is the lack of adequately trained teachers. Educators often lack the resources or
specialized skills to teach ethics effectively. Civics Education, which serves as a primary
vehicle for ethical instruction, is frequently assigned to non-specialist teachers, further
weakening its impact (Nguyen et al., 2021). The absence of targeted teacher training programs
exacerbates this problem, leaving educators ill-prepared to engage students meaningfully with
ethical concepts.

Another significant barrier is the societal undervaluation of moral education. Cultural and
institutional priorities often favor subjects perceived as more directly linked to economic
productivity, such as mathematics and sciences, relegating ethical education to the background.
This undervaluation is reflected in limited funding, inadequate curriculum development, and
insufficient institutional support for ethical education initiatives (Ngo & Cao, 2021).

Assessment methods in ethical education also present a critical challenge. Current
evaluation systems rely heavily on rote memorization of ethical principles rather than assessing
students’ ability to apply these principles in practical contexts. This focus on theoretical
knowledge over practical behavior creates a disconnect between what is taught and how
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students internalize and enact ethical values (Susilowati et al., 2021). As a result, students often
struggle to translate abstract moral lessons into meaningful actions in their personal and social
lives.

Moreover, broader societal dynamics further complicate the implementation of ethical
education. The influence of market-driven values and globalization has introduced conflicting
priorities and ethical dilemmas into Vietnamese society, particularly among the youth.

These external pressures often promote materialism and individualism, undermining
traditional moral values and creating challenges for educators seeking to instill ethics in
students (Pham, 2024). Without a strong, contextually relevant ethical education system, these
negative influences continue to erode the moral fabric of Vietnamese society.

Potential Solutions

To address these challenges, several strategies could enhance the effectiveness of ethical
education in Vietnam. First, the development of targeted teacher training programs is essential.
Such programs should equip educators with both theoretical knowledge and practical teaching
methodologies to engage students with ethical concepts dynamically. Teachers should also
receive continuous professional development to keep pace with evolving societal challenges
(Nguyen et al., 2021).

Second, ethical education must be repositioned as a core component of the curriculum
rather than a supplementary subject. Increasing the number of instructional hours dedicated to
ethics and integrating moral lessons across multiple disciplines could create a more cohesive
and impactful framework for ethical education.

Schools could also adopt interdisciplinary approaches, combining ethics with subjects such
as literature, history, and environmental studies, to provide students with a holistic
understanding of moral principles (Ngo & Cao, 2021).

Assessment systems should also be reformed to emphasize practical applications of ethical
knowledge. Competency-based evaluations, including role-playing, reflective exercises, and
community engagement projects, could better measure students’ ability to apply ethical
principles in real-world scenarios (Susilowati et al., 2021). Such reforms would bridge the gap
between theoretical instruction and practical moral behavior, making ethical education more
relevant and impactful.

Finally, fostering collaboration between schools, families, and communities is crucial for
creating a supportive environment for ethical education. Schools should partner with
community organizations and parents to reinforce ethical lessons and create a consistent moral
framework across students’ educational and social experiences.

Programs that align with traditional Vietnamese values, while addressing the ethical
challenges posed by globalization, can provide a balanced approach that prepares students for
both local and global citizenship (Pham, 2024).

The current state of ethical education in Vietnam highlights significant gaps in integration,
implementation, and evaluation. While ethics is recognized as an essential element of
education, its marginalization and the reliance on theoretical instruction undermine its potential
to influence students meaningfully.

Addressing these challenges requires systemic reforms, including targeted teacher training,
curriculum integration, and practical assessment methods. By prioritizing ethical education as
a core component and aligning it with societal values and global trends, Vietnam can create a
robust framework that equips students with the moral competencies necessary to navigate the
complexities of modern life.
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Key Drivers of Ethical Education Innovation
Moral educational environments

The moral environment in which students are educated plays an indispensable role in
shaping their ethical values. A comprehensive ethical education extends beyond formal
curricula, encompassing the broader cultural and relational dynamics within schools, families,
and communities. Schools, in particular, must serve as microcosms of ethical practice where
inclusivity, respect, and fairness are not merely taught but exemplified in daily operations. As
Nguyen et al. (2021) highlight, embedding ethical principles into the institutional ethos fosters
a lived experience of morality for students, encouraging them to internalize these values rather
than view them as abstract concepts.

Creating morally supportive environments requires an integrated approach. Families and
communities complement school-based efforts by offering consistent moral guidance, thereby
bridging the gap between formal and informal ethical education. Le (2024) underscores the
importance of family values in fortifying ethical development, especially in the face of external
pressures from globalization and modernization. When ethical education becomes a
collaborative effort, students are more likely to develop a stable moral compass.

Practical activities further reinforce these principles, linking ethical theory to real-world
contexts. Initiatives such as community service, peer mentoring, and collaborative projects
engage students in moral problem-solving and empathy-building exercises. As Susilowati et
al. (2021) note, experiential learning helps students navigate ethical dilemmas effectively,
equipping them with the skills necessary to act responsibly in diverse settings. This synergy
between ethical environments and active learning creates a robust framework for moral
education, fostering a culture where students not only learn ethics but also live it.

Role of teachers and ethical standards

Teachers hold a pivotal role in ethical education, acting as both instructors and role models.
Their behavior and pedagogical methods profoundly influence students’ moral development,
making it essential for educators to uphold the highest ethical standards. Ho Chi Minh’s
philosophy, as discussed by Ngo and Cao (2021), emphasizes the integral relationship between
a teacher’s morality and their capacity to inspire ethical behavior in students. The ethos of
“teaching both talent and virtue” reflects the dual responsibility of educators to impart
knowledge and exemplify moral integrity.

However, this responsibility necessitates continuous professional development. Teachers
must be equipped with modern pedagogical strategies that incorporate ethical dilemmas and
real-life scenarios into their teaching practices. Nguyen et al. (2023) advocate for regular
training programs that enhance educators’ ability to contextualize ethical principles within
contemporary challenges, such as digital ethics and global citizenship. This not only enriches
classroom discussions but also prepares students to confront ethical complexities in a rapidly
evolving world.

Institutional policies must also enforce accountability and support teachers in maintaining
professional ethics. Strict adherence to standards of fairness, responsibility, and respect is vital.
As Rao et al. (2024) observe, an ethical culture within educational institutions depends on the
leadership and example set by teachers. Policies ensuring that educators model the values they
teach—combined with systems to monitor and reward ethical behavior—establish a consistent
moral framework for students to emulate.

In short, morally supportive environments and ethically exemplary teachers form the
foundation of effective ethical education. By aligning institutional practices with these drivers,
educational systems can foster a culture of integrity and moral resilience that prepares students
to navigate societal challenges responsibly.
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Strategies for Ethical Education Reform
Innovations in curriculum design and pedagogy

Ethical education requires a shift from abstract moral concepts to actionable learning
experiences that integrate ethical principles into the daily lives of students. Curriculum design
should prioritize practicality, using real-life case studies, role-playing exercises, and problem-
solving tasks to engage learners effectively. By incorporating ethics into diverse disciplines,
rather than isolating it within a single subject, educators can foster a more integrated
understanding of moral principles and their applications across various contexts (Binh, 2023;
Nguyen et al., 2021).

Pedagogical innovation is equally crucial. Interactive teaching methods such as debates,
group discussions, and experiential learning activities can promote critical thinking and
empathy among students. These approaches allow learners to explore ethical dilemmas in a
supportive, collaborative environment, encouraging them to articulate their values and
challenge their assumptions. Flexible and creative teaching methods also help address diverse
learning needs, making ethics education more inclusive and impactful (Susilowati et al., 2021).
Additionally, leveraging digital tools and interdisciplinary frameworks can make ethical
education relevant to modern challenges, including those posed by the Fourth Industrial
Revolution (Tran, 2022).

Assessment and evaluation techniques

Traditional evaluation methods often fall short in capturing the true essence of ethical
education. A theoretical understanding of moral principles, while necessary, is insufficient to
gauge students’ ethical growth. To address this gap, assessment strategies should focus on
evaluating practical applications of ethics. Performance-based assessments, such as reflective
essays, group projects, and community engagement activities, can provide meaningful insights
into how students internalize and apply ethical concepts in real-world situations (Le, 2024;
Nguyen et al., 2023).

Furthermore, incorporating feedback from peers, educators, and community members can
enrich the evaluation process. Such multi-perspective assessments offer a comprehensive view
of students’ moral growth, considering factors like decision-making processes, interpersonal
interactions, and behavior in collaborative settings (Nguyen et al., 2021). For example, peer
assessments during group projects can help identify leadership qualities, while teacher
observations can evaluate critical thinking and problem-solving skills in ethical contexts.

A more holistic approach to assessment also involves behavioral evaluations, where
students’ ethical decision-making and practical applications are reviewed over time.
Integrating these evaluations with digital portfolios or experiential logs can help educators
track ethical development longitudinally, offering personalized feedback and opportunities for
improvement (Susilowati et al., 2021).

Innovative curriculum design, interactive pedagogy, and practical assessment techniques
are essential for reforming ethical education. By focusing on experiential learning and multi-
dimensional evaluations, educators can create an environment that not only teaches ethics but
also fosters its practice in real-life scenarios. These strategies align with the goals of Vietnam’s
educational reforms, ensuring students develop into morally grounded and socially responsible
individuals capable of addressing both local and global challenges (Binh, 2023; Nguyen et al.,
2023).

Cross-disciplinary Integration of Ethics

Ethics naturally intersects with disciplines such as literature, history, and cultural studies,
providing fertile ground for cross-disciplinary integration. Literature serves as a powerful
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medium to explore moral dilemmas, character development, and ethical reasoning. Through
storytelling and analysis, students can reflect on complex moral situations, fostering empathy
and critical thinking. For instance, engaging with canonical works allows students to confront
ethical challenges faced by characters, deepening their understanding of integrity and justice
(Nguyen, 2022).

History complements ethical education by presenting real-life instances of moral decision-
making. The actions of historical figures, such as their courage in adversity or failures of
responsibility, offer timeless lessons on ethical leadership and accountability (Tran et al.,
2023). By analyzing these examples, students learn to contextualize ethical principles within
societal and historical frameworks, fostering a broader appreciation of justice, fairness, and
civic duty.

Cultural studies further enrich ethical education by highlighting the diversity of moral
values across societies. This discipline encourages students to respect differing cultural
perspectives, promoting inclusivity and empathy (Le, 2024). Through the study of traditions
and cultural narratives, students are exposed to alternative moral frameworks, broadening their
ethical horizons and cultivating a global outlook.

Integrating ethics into these subjects not only enhances their intrinsic value but also
provides a nuanced understanding of moral principles. By linking theoretical ethics with
practical applications in literature, history, and cultural studies, educators create
interdisciplinary synergies that deepen students’ intellectual and ethical development. This
approach equips learners with the analytical tools and moral insight needed to navigate the
complexities of a globalized world (Bui & Pham, 2022; Pham, 2024).

Role of Stakeholders
Contributions of families, schools, and society

The collaboration among families, schools, and society is fundamental to the successful
implementation of ethical education. Families provide the foundational moral framework for
children, often shaping their earliest perceptions of right and wrong (Le, 2024). Schools, on the
other hand, play a complementary role by offering structured environments where these values
are reinforced through curricula, teacher-led instruction, and peer interactions (Ngo & Cao,
2021). Society—including community organizations, media, and policymakers—amplifies
these efforts by promoting positive role models and ethical norms in public discourse (Pham,
2024).

This triadic collaboration fosters an ecosystem where moral values are consistently
communicated and reinforced. For example, parent-teacher partnerships can align home and
school efforts to instill integrity and responsibility in students. Community service programs
organized by schools serve as practical platforms for students to engage with ethical principles
in real-world contexts (Nguyen et al., 2021). Public campaigns emphasizing core moral values
further expand the societal reach of ethical education, promoting broader cultural shifts toward
ethical awareness.

Policy recommendations for government and institutions

Government bodies and educational institutions are pivotal in institutionalizing ethical
education through policies and systemic support. Teacher training is a critical starting point;
educators must be equipped with modern pedagogical tools and ethical knowledge to serve as
effective role models (Ngo & Cao, 2021). Comprehensive curriculum development should
integrate ethics into various subjects, ensuring that moral education is not an isolated
component but a pervasive theme across academic disciplines (Bui & Pham, 2022).

Additionally, policies should mandate increased classroom hours for ethics-focused
lessons, supported by incentives for schools and teachers who demonstrate excellence in ethical
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education. Monitoring mechanisms can ensure adherence to ethical standards within schools,
while platforms for sharing successful strategies can encourage innovation and consistency
across institutions (Nguyen et al., 2021).

Through these measures, the government and educational institutions can build a cohesive
framework for fostering ethical behavior, ensuring that ethical education evolves alongside
societal and technological advancements. By leveraging the collective efforts of families,
schools, and society, Vietnam can cultivate a generation of morally grounded, globally
competent citizens.

S. CONCLUSION

The study underscores the pivotal role of ethical education in shaping Vietnam’s
educational reforms amidst rapid socio-economic changes and globalization. Ethical education
serves as a cornerstone for fostering moral integrity, critical thinking, and civic responsibility,
equipping students to navigate the complex ethical dilemmas of the modern era. The research
highlights key challenges, such as insufficient integration of ethics into core curricula, outdated
pedagogical approaches, and a lack of specialized teacher training.

At the same time, Vietnam’s rich cultural heritage, rooted in Confucian ideals and Ho Chi
Minh’s educational philosophy, provides a strong foundation for advancing ethical education.
Insights from global models, such as Finland and Japan, reveal the potential of interdisciplinary
and experiential learning approaches to enhance ethical education in Vietnam.

Addressing the gaps identified requires a systemic overhaul of Vietnam’s approach to
ethical education. Enhancing teacher training, modernizing curricula, and fostering
collaboration among families, schools, and society are essential steps. Ethical education must
be reimagined as a core component of educational reform, integrated across disciplines and
supported by innovative assessment methods. By aligning national traditions with global best
practices, Vietnam can ensure that its education system not only meets the demands of
modernization but also preserves its cultural identity.

Ethical education is indispensable for achieving Vietnam’s vision of sustainable
development and global competitiveness. By fostering morally grounded and socially
responsible individuals, ethical education contributes to societal harmony, reduces corruption,
and promotes equity.

It aligns with the nation’s broader goals of creating a prosperous, ethical, and inclusive
society. As Vietnam navigates the challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution, ethical
education will remain a critical tool for balancing technical expertise with moral integrity,
ensuring that future generations are prepared to address both local and global challenges.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS

To effectively enhance ethical education, Vietnam must first integrate ethics across all
disciplines, linking moral principles with practical applications in subjects like literature,
history, and science. By increasing classroom hours and adopting interdisciplinary approaches,
ethical education can move from being a peripheral topic to a central pillar of the curriculum.

This integration will ensure that ethics is consistently emphasized and made relevant to
students’ daily lives. Equally important is teacher training, educators must be equipped with
modern pedagogical strategies such as case-based learning and role-playing. These methods,
coupled with continuous professional development programs, should address contemporary
ethical issues like digital ethics and global citizenship. In this way, teachers can effectively
prepare students to navigate real-world moral challenges with confidence and insight.

Furthermore, assessment methods require a shift from traditional rote memorization to
competency-based evaluations. Strategies like reflective essays, community service projects,
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and peer feedback should be employed to measure students’ practical understanding and
application of ethical principles. Such methods not only assess knowledge but also promote
active engagement with moral concepts in real-life contexts.

Collaboration is another critical factor. Partnerships among schools, families, and
communities are essential for creating a cohesive framework for instilling moral values.
Initiatives such as parent-teacher workshops and community-driven ethical campaigns can help
reinforce ethical principles both inside and outside the classroom, providing students with
consistent guidance.

Policy support is crucial to institutionalizing these reforms. Governments should prioritize
ethical education by allocating resources for curriculum reform, teacher training, and
monitoring mechanisms. Moreover, recognizing and rewarding schools and educators for their
excellence in promoting ethics will incentivize best practices and ensure sustained commitment
to ethical education.

Looking ahead, future research must evaluate the long-term impact of ethical education
programs. Studies should explore successful global models that can be adapted to Vietnam’s
unique cultural and societal context. Additionally, investigating innovative pedagogies, such
as the use of digital tools, will address emerging challenges like cyber ethics and sustainability.

Lastly, examining the roles of stakeholders—families, communities, and policymakers—
will strengthen collaboration and amplify the societal impact of ethical education. In
conclusion, these measures will enable Vietnam to create a balanced, future-ready framework
for ethical education, aligning traditional values with modern innovation to prepare morally
grounded citizens for a complex and interconnected world.
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